Atrer @circwgons mghttome ride, the
ta% driger pubs has cab up to a huge
home siecoinded by tall oaks swaying
un the wind and ram.

“I mever heard of this place,” he
mutters, Through the downpour, the
gabled three-story mansion resembles a
Hollywood movie set. Huge, whire
columns flank a towering door, which
v opened, butler-hke, by a musa-
chived man. = Welcome,™ he savs, “to
the Duke Mansion,”™

Inside, lizht shimmers fromm a huge
chandeher in the fover, and the perfume
trom an enormos Flower arrangement
fills the am. A black car slinks through
the door and into the librame *Thats
Filgnim,” noces Jerey Berne, house man
ager tor the evening. “He lives here
alomg with his brocher, Buck, They kind
of adopted the house, '

ind who could blame them? Neoled
in tour woemsded acrss on Hermimage
Hoad in Charlorre™s Mvyers Park, the
Duke Mansion — all 32,0000 square
teet of it — just might be the best-kepe
bed-and-breaktast secrer in the state,

Admirredly,

1 hed-and-breakfast des

igmation seems somehow dinunutive
tor a 32-room house that for vears
was the second-largest dwelling in
beorth Carolina, next o the Billtmore
Esrare, and was home o some of
Morth Carolina™s maost prominent fami-
ilies, Indeed, the Dukes slept here —
James Buchanan (*Buck ™), wife
MNanaline, and daughter Donis. So did
the Cannons of Cannon Mills, along
with thewr friends and fellow rexrile
magnates, the Linebergers.

And it's s2en its share of movers
and shakers — President John E
Kennedy was a puest — as well as
onlookers who came to admire the
majesiic Colonial Bevival architecture
and gEare at thie thl'li:lnl."-qllr PevLITRE ST TN
spraving water 150 beet, or abour 10
storees, ko the air

Drunng its history, the grand house
very mearly met is demise — oace by
fire, once by development, In's 3 howse
that was given away twice. A house
divided, then made whole again.

Sometimes i seems that fare has the
upper hand im the preservation of his-
toric houses, Fven historic commis-
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A grand estate that once ranked as the
second-largest private home in North Carolina
stirvives as an elegant bed-and-breakfast i,
an exectittve conference center, and a
tonchstone io some of our state’s most
prevninent fariilies.

BY Lynn JeEssup

sions and nagional -.|.-|.'*~I!!.r|..'|1:l..lrl~\. ArE N
Buarantee that Imporrant homies will
be saved. Fare was no sreanger to the
|:'L|-:|.' :"I-1.1.Ihll':I!|, b irs whiims were
bearen back by rhe deresmined vision
of a few. ."‘-ha-'n..h.‘l.‘ljn 5 the Duke
Mansion survives and thn % thanks
oo gikrs froem irs parent OFEA NIEAbIOn,
I!|'|i: L emmwiood ]'1|ur|..|.1|'i|:-r|. Danors
I|1L]|:|-.|1.' '\.l.'llpl'r.'lltl.:l:"H 'A.I.I\'FI. as Ihl_'
COmpany .[.lllll:"\. B. Diake himselt
r-ilI||'|I.1L'LI. ]'|'|.||-.|.' Eme rEY.

“IF it weren't for F:-l_'n:h|1|!_' % himancial
conreibiErions .'|||-.|. I!"H_'ir i :-r||ri|'-|_||:-:1|r o
[HFFIE, Wi \.‘\l.lll.l ik rr|;|k;' 1h|~. u'l:-rl' at
.1.”." VS L :.'l'n,il.'\r |',j1t|_'r~.-:-|1. pr;'t.ldn:m:
of the Duke Mansson,

And rheres revenue from Euesis whao
ok ronms bor business or p|¢.1x|:|n_ E
Some request the sumptuows bedrooms
of Duke and his wife = two ._1J|n|n|||!_l|
roodns, handsomely decorared with
Anifiggues and art, that open thr L|_1!_r||1
rall French doors to a screened ~.|1_-|_-|'-
Mg peorc, .-"u, FEass rhu 1._1|| from |:|11_'
Dukes' bedrooms, the room where lit-
e Draris Duke '\.|1_'|'-I: and |'||.|1_. =d has
Peen fumed into a conference room.
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But it’s casy to imagine
it as the bedroom of a
child who eventually
became one of the
world's richest and
MOsE CCOEnErc women.

The Dukes were
probably the most
famous family 1o live in
the house, and although
the estare was called by
a couple of other
names, the commumiry
alwavs knew it as the
Duke Mansion. %o the
Duke Mansion became
irs official moume in
1998 when it firs)
apened its doors 1o the
public as an inn and
conference Center

Bar first, 1t was home,

Fit for a Duke

The onginal howose
wiis built in 1915 by
Zebulom Tayvlor, presi
dent of Southern
Electric Power
Company, which later
became Duke Power, *Buck™ Duke,
lavior's tnend and colleague, bought
thie house from Tayvlor in 191%,
tnphng the size and expanding the
propeny surrcunding . Duke's budd-
ding hydroclecmic power busingss
made 1t necessary bor him to estabhsh
a residence in his native Morth
Carolina. (Duke, founder of American
lobacoo Company, also owned a Fifth
Avenue town house, 3 house in
Mewport, Rhode Island, and a massive
2 000-plus-acre eszare in New Jersey.)
Also, he wanted hes voung daughrer
Croris 1o get o know his home state.
The resplendent Southern mansion
was the perfect place for the Dukes to
call homwe

Tavlor had christened the house
Lynnwood, 3 name Duke retained, and
the mansion served as Dukes only
MNorth Carolma residence in his lager
vears. He visited mostly in winters for
about ux yeEars, In December 1924,
Duke set ap the Duke Endowment,
ome of the largest foundations in
America, i the solarium of the home.

Mine months later James Duke died,
and more than 350 million was appro-
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Visiting Duke

The Duke Mansion is located at

400 Hermitage Road in Charlotte.
For reservations, retreat information,
and special events call (B88) 202- 1009,

wwwdukBmansion.org

priated to the endowmient. Duke,
whose generosity was legendary, lett a
signuficant portion of chat endowmen
to a Durham college named Trinary,
now called Duke Umiversicy.

When Duke died, his wife, who
mever found Charlotte quite to her
hking, sold Lynnwood lock, stock,
and barrel to Charlotee Buick dealer-
ship and WET radio owner, (.0,
Coddington. Coddingron lived chere
until his death tour vears larer. Then,
in 192%, Lynnwood opened s doors
again, this nime o a rextle family —
Mr and Mrs. Martin Cannon of
Cannon Mills.

Keeping up appearances

The Cannons renamed che hoose
Whire Crak and began nearly three
decades as residents, In an effort oo

ansion

Irn armenities include
rrade-to-order meals in
the main dining room,

sustain its prescrva-
tion, the Cannons left
the house to Myers
Park Presbytenan
Church in 194%,

In 19537, Henry
Lincherger, also a ex-
tile magnate, purchased
the home from the
Preshvrerian church.,
His wifie, Clayron, had
grown up in the house
across the street. The
Linehergers planned o
restore the home o s
::l'i!.:.in.:ll !{I!JI‘F.

“As a child, it was
just homme,” savs Sayre
Lineberger, who was
mine vears old when
her tamily moved from
Belmont to the man-
sion. “We lived in all
the rooms and we
loved it.” She recalls
the towering 15-foot
Chnstmas tree that stood in the fover
durmg the holiday season, complete
with old-fashioned ornamenis and a
beauniful angel tree-topper.

“Mone of those little twinkle lights,”
Lineberger savs, laughing. Today, a
reminder of those brilliane holidavs
still hangs in the mansion’s dining
riom — 3 chandelier that Henry
Limeherger gave his wilte one
Chnsemas. Ie's one of several stunning
lead crystal works of an throughour
the house.

Savre recalls a winter mght in 1966
when a fire theearened fo consume the
mansion. "I was really devastanng to
stamd in the vard m the !rw.fi'.l.g ol
and warch it burn,” she says,

Evervone from the fire department
to nsurance adjustors wold {_.I:l:..Tl:m
Lineberger the house was |_|1'|':.:I;I'-'.'|_F1_'-
able, bur she was adamant, The houss
would be restored no matter how
miasch i ¢osr,

“If it hadn’t been rebult, it would
have had to be rom down,” Sayre
Lineberger savs,

In addition to their tirebess work on
the mansion, the Linebergers, avid
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In a Junior league of its own
After Henrv Lineberger's death in
19786, the house was begueathed o the
Duke Endowment, and work began
with the Junior Leapue of Charlome o
trv fior the first ome to rurm the home
into a comference center. Deed reseric-

mions and lack of cooperation from Bewitiiudiv Tiecomssd Accomimadatings
neighbors precluded the effore. g

Even though it had achieved local, Town amd “”"’_‘E‘: .!‘Shﬂrlping
srare, and ananonal historic starus, the Horse Dirawn ( AMage Rides

Historic Hendersonville ..«
w ‘Village of Flat

house had become a whire elephant, H-I_1|[.l:|_"| [hﬂl'lg
Developers saw an opportunity, and Fesiive Holiday Home Tour
plans were made to turn the Duke Chricmas af Hi-]tnmn: Estate
Mansioa into condominiums, dividing 3 ; y

Flat Rock Playhouse Holiday Perdommances
Orwver 75 Events for the Hobdays

the home into residensial quarters,
e and Rick H:I.:.., aveniers of the
sports media company !1.|.:|.'|:|::|n1. were
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Free Calendar of Events
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among people who considered buyving
one of those condos. When they saw
the bowse, they were smitten,

“They came to look at a condo and
decided to buy the whole howse,™
Patterson says. The Rays began anoth-
er era of restoration and transformed
the home back into a single family
dwelling. Serendipitously, the Duke
Mansion was saved again, and the
Rays lived in the howse until their
miove to Florida in the mid- 19905, !

By that ime, wheels were in motion | "";.r battle. Spanning four city blocks. &
to save the house for good. In 1994, L __,;S PECIAL - AR SRR :

: & Spocial Oparabions MUBOWT Dresonts
under the auspices of Duke Energy and O
its leader Bill Grigg, a foundanon was of Army arborme and special operat
set up to preserve the house and make
it available to the communiry, The
Lynmwood Foundation (so called after
the marsion’s first name) raised some
5|.1 :'|'|:|]i.||n:1. IO ]"!l:ll'l.!hﬂ-_'.e rhd.' |"|1:-|.|1.|.'. Thc | " ProC s
home reopened as an inn and confer- ' .
ENOE CEmlef fqlr' puhli-;.! LisgE, Eul: |.|-r'.p'ir|:

Thl." 1.'I'||.'-|'EII.I|':It.‘;,:||'|t.'r |r|..|l:ll.r|::|k, l:'|:{' I111|:':.{' 1.1'i|| I . . oG MO Similalol dermonsirale moden
wasn't out of the woods, Maintenance ! :
ard operating costs loomed, [ . -
“A house this big has to have an s P signe for vishors of all sges and interests
endowment,” Patterson savs, ' i
.-'h'n.l m l[:ll'lli_]. it ;;_111 ORI, |_']|||L;{'
Energy made a 54.5 million commit-
ment to the Duke Mansion, ensuring
the economic good health of the
howse, I8 would seem, after a long
and tumuktwous history, the Duke
Mansion s home for good, !
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